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PREFACE 


In Canada the registration of stillbirths of 28 weeks’ gestation or more has been 
compulsory under provincial Vital Statistics Acts virtually since the initiation of the 
registration system in each province. 


The completeness and accuracy of reporting of stillbirths is related, to a degree, 
to the definition used. In all provinces the League of Nations’ definition has been in effect 
since 1926, viz. ‘‘a stillbirth is the birth of a (viable) foetus after at least 28 weeks’ 
pregnancy in which pulmonary respiration does not occur. Such foetus may die either 
(a) before, (b) during, or (c) after birth, but before it has breathed.’’ Since 1950 the 
following adaptation of the definition recommended by the WHO Expert Sub-Committee 
on Stillbirth and Abortion has been in effect in all provinces (with minor modifications 
in wording); ‘‘Stillbirth means the birth of a foetus, after at least 28 weeks’ pregnancy, 
which after complete separation from the mother does not show any sign of life.’’ 


In 1937 a special form was adopted by all provinces to eliminate the system of dual 
registration of a birth and a death previously in effect. This form while retaining the 
standard medical certificate of cause of death and the usual particulars relating to the 
birth and the death, contained in addition certain medical particulars not previously 
available. 


Previous to the adoption of the special form, causes of stillbirth were classified 
under the appropriate categories of the International List of Causes of Death; in that year 
a special Canadian classification of causes of stillbirth was also designed-and after a 
trial period was adopted as a standard classification in 1943. This classification was in 
turn adopted with minor modifications by the International Revision Conference on the 
6th Revision of the International List of Causes of Death and incorporated into the Inter- 
national Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death (6th Rev., 
1948) as the ‘‘Y’’ List. 


Release of Canadian stillbirth data has been restricted in the past to the publica- 
tion, in the annual national vital statistics reports, of totals and rates (per 1,000 live 
births) with, at times, very limited additional data. However, no Canadian data have ever 
been previously officially released on causes. The purpose of this Reference Paper is 
therefore to make available, for the first time, some historical data, mainly on causes of 
stillbirth, for critical review and study by workers interested in this field. Although 
additional data are available the present publication is modestly restricted, for the 
present, to a simple tabulation of reported frequencies, by cause, with some minor sum- 
mary cross-classifications of totals by other variables such as period of gestation and 
age of the mother and birth order, which may be useful in pointing up inter-relationships 
between factors influencing the incidence of stillbirths. 


It is hoped that the publication of these data may serve to point up the need for 
improvement in certification and classification of causes of stillbirths, not only in Canada 
but internationally. Any criticism or contribution towards this end would be welcomed. 


WALTER E. DUFFETT 


Dominion Statistician 


Note: Data for Newfoundland, Yukon and the Northwest Territories are exclu- 
ded from all tables. 


TABI E 1. Stillbirths, causes by sex, Canada, 1943-1955 


Causes of stillbirths 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 


‘ AUN CAUSES coo eeree cre cc serves ccsrsssscvastonsnestetaca T. | 6,801 | 6, 705 | 6,668 | 7,121 | 7,461 | 6,849 | 7,052 | 6,955 | 6,821 | 7,034) 6,758| 6,971) 6,660 
M. | 3,822 | 3, 763 | 3,712 | 3,982 | 4,010 | 3,689 | 3,830 | 3,710 | 3,636 | 3,781 | 3,609) 3,761] 3,597 
F. | 2,979 | 2, 942 | 2,956 | 3,139 | 3,451 | 3,160 | 3,222 | 3,245 | 3,185 | 3,253] 3,149] 3,210| 3, 063 
¥.30 | Chronic disease in mother .........:cssscceeseeers M. 112 157 148 165 213 149 151 101 78 79 64 69 78 
F. 105 104 109 109 163 146 137 90 70 45 51 52 55 
0 SY PI ELES tek seestcectenceeees ovescescsneser- vases tosterncceevatas M. 23 27 23 23 32 14 9 18 5 i 4 5 3 
F. 23 25 15 20 22 he 8 14 10 a 3 2 5 
me. Tuberculosis (any form) ..ccccccsssssseeeeeceeees M 2 3 1 3 5 5 i 4 2 - 1 2 1 
iy F. 4 3 3 2 4 1 3 I 1 - = = = 
wy Diabetes: mellitys carercycccecarysecasaqtneraseeceresswesee M. 21 26 26 13 26 16 20 21 20 40 Zn 28 26 
F. 12 9 14 Il 18 17 20 20 16 10 18 24 23 
a] Chronic disease of circulatory system...... M 6 17 ite 29 52 49 46 12 13 14 5 16) 12 
5 5 10 19 20 41 he) 42 17 1] 9 8 7 10 
4 Chronic disease of genito-urinary system M. 43 62 57 71 65 41 44 20 13 15 10 13 ad 
F. 46 46 35 35 oF 45 34 18 i7/ 20 10 5 7 
2 Other chrombel dts @ QS ee .ccerercencenenseceeversves-eeee M. Its 22 24 26 33 24 31 26 25 9 17 8 KS) 
F. 15 Il 23 21 21 27 30 20 15 4 12 14 10 
Y.31 | Acute disease in’ mother .........c.scssssssssecseeeees M. 35 42 Li 33 25 22 34 31 30 22 23 25 19 
F. 21 26 14 29 26 27 20 25 21 29 17 14 19 
0 Uphold) fEverrcnnetteesnccicertcascessssseeeteee tes vecwany M. = - - - - - - 1 - - = - - 
F, - - - - = - = - - - - - - 
od Wit flea raz Gre saecccesean es seresvereysceec coesesecusastssccctoness M. 21 20 4 19 13 9 20 9 20 6 11 7 8 
F. 14 13 4 19 Il 14 10 8 7 11 5 6 6 
Be Pneumonia (any form) ........:.-ccecececereeeeeeees M. ad 3 1 7 3 4 2 6 4 3 3 5 4 
F. 1 3 2 4 5 4 2 6 3 6 5 4 5 
3 Other acute respiratory dis €ASe........cc1e M. 2 6 2 3 5 4 if 2 - 4 1 "2 3 
F 1 2 2 7 3 3 2 2 4 1 1 - 2, 
4 Other acute disease or condition............- M. 8 13 10 4 4 5 1l 13 6 9 8 Il 4 
F. 5 8 6 4 a 6 6 ) if Il 6 4 6 
Y.32 |Diseases and conditions of pregnancy and M. 334 414 412 413 372 411 431 437 372 450 372 410 360 
childbirth. F. 273 407 326 322 350 337 350 372 314 369 316 322 312 
0 Pregnancy interrupted by self or other per- M. - 1 1 - - - = = = oe = = = 
son for non-therapeutic purposes, F. S = - 1 - - - - - - - - - 
al IE CLOPEC Be SEATON eresecerec-eersassecsroetnater«ehsaeaes M. 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 4 - 1 1 1 
F. 1 = 2 1 y Es 1 1 = 1 i = 1 
4 Haemorrhage without mention of placental M. 42 44 46 46 50 51 67 BT, 42 4] 36 50 42 
condition. F. 34 57 32 29 39 38 53 31 27 48 24 27 29 
3 Toxaemia and convulsions during preg- M. 100 94 78 39 47 49 52 56 40 45 33 35 36 
; nancy or labour (eclampsia). F. 81 90 67: 27 50 44 39 46 48 38 32 32 25 
4 Other toxaemias of Pregnancy... M. 182 265 263 317 268 304. 304 324 269 339 287 301 245 
F. 154 256 211 254 254 247 241 274 220 268 248 235 236 
5 Infection (ante-and intra-partum).. .........0.+ M. y 9 23 10 6 5 6 19 17 25 15 23 36 
F. 3 a 14 10 6 8 16 20 19 14 Il 28 21 
Y.33 | Absorption of toxic substance from mother.... M. = = - 5 3 7 
F. = 2 = 7 - 5 
0 NGC OEE C descesesetcasnat recy seusee estrone anaancesoncoesaant M. - - = = - == 
F. vi ame = ee 1 
ml ULE GP onset sn decdp ore eecnterarphoterctentasaceyh M. = = = = = 
F, = - = = = = 
Bo Other toxte SUDSLGRCE «.cc.cesecscos-cnsseaeenneoecncnee M. - - - =) 3 7 
F. - 1 - 7 - 4 
eS4 | Difficulties im 1ADOUL..............:cccsseceseesatencee M. 552 762 134 154 764 693 639 573 524 490 434 468 390 
; F. 342 449 472 488 515 473 442 376 381 342 313. 290 255 
0 Difficult labour with abnormality of bones M. 78 110 88 76 76 63 48 69 48 43 41 41 30 
of pelvis. F. 52 44 38 47 43 38 20 37 32 25 31 33 17 
wl Difficult labour with disproportion but no M. 50 59 53 68 82 61 77 76 73 75 70 th 52 
mention of abnormality of pelvis. F, 28 27 24 25 35 37 30 48 48 44 58 42 41 
2 Difficult labour with malposition of foetus M. 202 330 332 355 306 323 293 257 258 246 205 213 179 
F. 139 218 233 253 255 232 226 179 194 169 141 133 116 
3 esiitoas labour with abnormality of forces M. 18 31 28 15 28 24 27 27 19 24 19 26 WE 
of labour. F. 16 20 16 13 18 15 13 10 15 14 12 20 15 
4 Difficult labour with operative delivery .... M. - - 5 18 50 60 20 36 15 18 19 11 18 
F. - 2 1 18 23 39 tb 19 9 12 Y) 8 6 
) Difficult labour+with abnormality of organs M. 14 19 31 19 25 34 18 20 22 17 12 19 14 
or tissues of pelvis. F. 6 18 16 11 22 23 17 14 18 19 ies 13 19 
6 Difficult Labour without mention of under- M. 190 213 197 203 197 128 156 88 89 67 68 81 70 
; ying condition. F. 101 120 144 121 119 89 129 69 65 59 49 41 41 


TABLE 1. Stillbirths, causes by sex, Canada, 1943-1955 — continued 


Causes of stillbirths 1943 
¥.35) Other cavses In MOtHer 0. ces ecsscsscssscastseaverseees M. 89 113 114 
F. 74 86 82 
0 BLU Ss etone tii rapssesteccssseceececscesetasrsacansrenspeneee M. 42 62 72 
F, 48 44 53 
all Other accident oF violence ..-...cceerccserereeres M. 22 21 20 
F. 12 He 10 
2 BETO NM ETLLOT (cecy asc anysoeesacer ieee sae cseee erate tunees M. He 21 19 
, F. 12 19 17 
oo Other and ill-defined causes in mother ...... M. 2 A | 
Total, Conditions in the mother (Y30-35) T.| 1,937 | 2,560 | 2,428 | 2,477 | 2,611 | 2,401 
M./1,122 | 1,488 | 1,425 | 1,462 | 1,466 | 1,357 
F.| 815 | 1,072 | 1,003 | 1,015 | 1,145 | 1,044 
¥.36 | Placental and cord conditions ..............:0.:00+ M./ 1, 189 826 871 917 957 922 
F.| 758 583 616 667 736 689 
0 Cord condition without mention ofplacental M.| 559 343 346 362 379 361 
abnormality. Si) wate) 257 256 253 293 294 
aii PlacCenka Pnaeura nada re rey re tercheare eee M. 155 126 154 139 117 138 
F. 78 83 99 98 90 81 
a2 Premature separation ofnormally implanted M. 299 197 171 228 293 260 
placenta. 201 132 133 187 235 167 
Pe Placenta praevia with cord abnormality .... M. 14 it 17 12 9 9 
5 5 8 6 8 5 
4 Premature separation epg implanted M. 12 Il 9 16 Il 12 
placenta with cord abnormality. F. 16 1] 6 8 12 8 
a) Pe eral sire fan be ae vos cncds tet acsvornyectopsvessencsenes M. 143 132 168 154 130 131 
Bis eehOe 86 110 102 90 127 
-6 Other abnormality of placenta and cord..... M. i 10 6 6 18 11 
F, 6 9 4 13 8 tA 
Wea tJ BirChy MOG UY, Fan apcsseseesetgesne-evacycursaeasncecssvqrevercer seers M.| 192 196 169 196 182 146 
; Fie 210 115 89 105 118 102 
.0 Birth injury with abnormality of bones of M. 30 39 17 28 24 21 
pelvis. F. 27 18 11 13 21 |g 16 
all Birth injury with abnormality of organs or M. 2 1 I 5 3 8 
tissues of pelvis. F. 2 3 2 I 8 4 
ad Birth injury with disproportion but no men- M. 14 15 19 19 23 15 
tion of abnormality of pelvis. F, 7 4 5 |! 5 13 9 
58) Birth injury with malposition of foetus ...... M. 47 59 51 42 36 20 
F. 24 23 24 30 16 14 
4 Birth injury with abnormality of forces of M. 5 6 d 5 4 dd 
labour. F, I 5 - I 24 4 
a) Operation causing mutilation of foetus ...... M. 4 13 8 2 9 8 
. 3 10 5 - 9 10 
-6 Other operation for delivery ....c.cccsccssseeseres M. - 6 2 16 16 aie 
F, - 1 2 if i 22 
St Birth injury with difficult labour but with- M. 31 Pall 38 45 35 22 
out mention of underlying condition, F. 20 30 21 30 20 12 
8 Birth injury due to other or unspecified M. 59 30 32 34 32 13 
cause. F, 26 ase 19 18 27 11 
Y.38 | Congenital malformations of foetus ................ M.| 442 367 418 478 427 387 
F.| 638 530 577 620 686 615 
0 ATvence CONG lus Frarercattices:i:fateatetere eee cee M.| 135 106 148 141 118 123 
Pe) 277 254 293 eri 365 300 
ah ELV STO CE DIN QUES wnmeeacacetecretret renee eee ee M. 165 122 123 161 162 143 
F. 157 110 106 118 141 150 
aes SPE DL UG a wes az scacescesacsestetarspeesseieetcesiers site M. 31 31 39 44 43 27 
F. 63 53 68 65 47 58 
<3 Other malformations of the central nervous M. 23 32 16 30 15 13 
system. 35 47 30 36 41 30 
4 Malformation of the cardiovascular system M. 6 3 4 15 10 11 
F, 2 = 4 9 8 5 
a) Malformation of other specified system or M. 26 15 29 23 24 21 
part, F. 13 12 I7 25 17 20 
6 MOTUS LOTR cece ccacorsacpiteniscaess cpduser apdetene reas M. | 27 39 39 36 34 20 
F. 64 40 42 37 38 37 
aff Other and unspecified malformations.......... M. 29 19 20 28 21 29 
F. 20 14 17 LON eee 2 15 


2,337 
1, 328 
1, 009 


423 
682 


152 
369 


142 
152 


1950 


1951 


ee a 


Y¥.39 |Disease of foetus, and ill-defined causes ....M 877 886 829 929 978 877 933 865 859 950 939 922 945 
F. 658 642 671 132 7166 710 692 666 7132 691 698 765 744 
0 SY DIILES. caceteoetesctoaecretrcraseanraan peneoacesuensas poy than: M. 4 6 7 10 8 6 2 3 3 SY 2 1 1 
F Z 2 8 5 4 2 3 1 1 i ri} 1 - 
ed Infection other than syphilis .......c.ccccccseeeees M. 1 = - = il = 1 1 2 - 2 - - 
" F am = = E 1 = = 2 2 = = 2 2 
2 ERY ER TO DLA StOSES wecrvncctevocentvdyseoxconcncvecstetesecess M. 7 6 20 37 55 70 88 103 113 140 151 171 193 
F 2 9 19 36 51 56 50 88 75 106 118 143 149 
3 Other cause originated in the foetus .......... M. 2 — = 2 3 - 1 3 3 3 1 4 3 
i ae _ - a - 1 3 2 1 3 3 2 vf 4 
4 Maceration, cause not specified .........0..100+ M. 69 79 74 77 102 75 
"il F 567 561 539 618 50 72 58 59 65 65 
25 Other ill-defined COWS)... .csc<cccssvossrcacterarecere M. 461 396 428 513 911 801 841 509 454 S27 476 451 434 
F 709 649 637 382 39] 355 352 383 347 
-6 (Gaw'S 1UN'S PEGE LE... ziscves ce ssacscechs > osnsscn gue eee M. 296 313 263 262 177 205 220 230 193 poe 
F 193 235 215 178 142 188 168 164 164 177 
i 
Total, Conditions in the foetus (Y36-39.3) T. | 3, 347 | 2,640 | 2,795 | 3,073 | 3,230 | 2,998 | 3,237 | 3,470 | 3,461 | 3,697 | 3,671 | 3,821) 3,691 
M. | 1, 837 | 1,401 | 1,485 | 1,640 | 1,633 | 1,531 | 1,661 | 1,721 | 1,776 | 1,855 1,859; 1,956| 1,911 
F.| 1,510 | 1,239 | 1,310 | 1,433 | 1,597 | 1,467 | 1,576 | 1,749 | 1,685 1, 842 | 1,812] 1,865/| 1,780 
; Total, Unspecified and ill-defined causes T. | 1,517 | 1,505 | 1,445 | 1,571 | 1,620 | 1,450 | 1,478 | 1,329 | 1,389 | 1,386 | 1,358/ 1,358) 1,337 
] (¥39.4-39:6), m.| 863| 874| 802| ss0| 911| 801| s41| 755| 738| 805| 783| 746| 748 
s F. 654 631 643 691 709 649 637 574 651 581 575 612 589 
; : 
TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes,Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 
Int, Prince * ae 
ahs. Nova New . Mani- Saskat- British 
; a Causes of stillbirths Canada papery Scotia | Brunswick] Quebec Ontario ahi pcuan Alberta Columbia 
ij ANY [CUS OS eect cctrarentacsanessencnotsoreseserares 1950 6, 955 52 325 279 2, 886 1, 932 394 346 372 369 
1951 6, 821 56 319 293] 2,768| 1,975 340 303 402 365 
: 1952 7, 034 45 369 281 2, 805 2, 085 361 314 399 375 
4 1953 6, 758 55 337 307 2,592 1, 92 345 319 476 375 
d 1954 6, 971 59 326 313 2, 805 2, 027 323 327 418 373 
1955 6, 660 44 332 263 2,556 2, 044 309 300 431 381 
: ; 
Y.30 | Chronic disease in mother .secssssssessseseres 1950 191 1 16 9 89 28 ul 14 11 12 
1951 148 il 6 9 65 32 9 5 10 11 
1952 124 4 6 1 46 32 5 7 13 10 
1953 115 - 8 8 52 19 3 8 6 11 
1954 121 - 3 10 56 26 3 10 6 q 
1955 133 - 3 5 55 42 uf 7 10 4 
) 
0 Sioa over venshtovapeieetabvecesiesraaiponcancsciees 1950 32 ff 5 1 12 4 - 2 5 2 
1951 Ns - 1 2 6 2 - 1 I - 
; 1952 3: jt - - 1 - = 1 = = 
1953 “ - - 2 Z 1 - 1 1 = 
} 1954 7 - - = 4 1 a = 2 ai 
1955 8 - - 1 83 2 - 1 1 - 
au Tuberculosis (any fOrm) -rssessenessees wi 1950 5 - - - 1 1 1 - - 2 
: 1951 3 - - - 3 ~ - ~ ~ ~ 
: 1952 “ = & a = = = = = = 
; 1953 1 o 2 - 1 = = = = 2 
1954 2 = = = 2 a = - = a 
1955 i = = & 1 Be = me a a 
B .2 Diab etes| meleitus scarcerccarstsssoncessossersseore 1950 41 - 2 2 14 8 8 4 3 = 
1951 36 - - 2 i 15 4 2 5 Ey 
; 1952 50 1 3 14 14 3 3 7 5 
1953 45 5 1 14 8 1 4 3 9 
1954 og - 2 3 19 Wd I 4 5) 4 
; 1955 49 - 53 1 14 20 1 1 7 2 
q 
» .3 Chronic disease of circulatory system 1950 29 = 3 4 12 3 I 2 1 Zz 
1951 24 - 2 1 9 7 =| 1 - 1 
; 1952 23 1 2 1 8 6 - I v4 2 
1953 jee} - - I 8 I 1 2 os Es 
1954 20 - 1 5 rg 1 1 3 I 1 
1955 22 ~ - - 9 5 3 2 2 


TABLE 1. Stillbirths, causes by sex, Canada, 1943-1955 — concluded 


Causes of stillbirths 


1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 1948 | 1949 1950 | 1951 | 1952 1953 | 1954 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes, Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — continued 


Causes of stillbirths 


Chronic disease in mother — concluded 


Chronic disease of genito- urinary 
system, 


Other chronic disease cercessrssesercseersees 


Acute disease in mother ........cscesseceeeeeee 


Dep or daf Oct merrasesrcerapstsrceeiaatssrisetsences 


Urefl ema mecsctesrcecercs creas sxesasssterennearsnsestce 


Preumonia (any form) cercsssececsssercessecerce 


Other acute respiratory disease wu... 


Other acute disease or condition .... 


Diseases and conditions of pregnancy 
and childbirth. 


Pregnancy interrupted by self or oth- 
er person for non-therapeutic pur- 
poses. 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


1950 
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1952 
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1955 


Ectoptchpestationtrcnsccserscartscrercesncsires 


Haemorrhage without mention of pla- 
cental condition. 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes, Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — continued 


Causes of stillbirths 


Y¥.32 | Diseases and conditions of pregnancy 


3 


4 


.o 


and childbirth — concluded 


Toxaemia with convulsions during 1950 
pregnancy or labour (eclampsia). 1951’ 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Other toxaemias of pregnancy us... 1950 
pace eee 1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Infection (ante-and intra-partum) .... 1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Y.33 | Absorption of toxic substance from 1950 


0 


ol 


<2 


m other: 1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


IN GEC OLEG 3 cedmetteocecxcerercctececars ns coescsxece 1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


OW ireine Siressresatecrvanesecxovetrtonieesstaeesnss aes 1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Other toxic SUDSEGNCE ...ecesccceseeesseeere 1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Y.34 | Difficulties in labour .................secseseee 1950 


0 


2 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Bite labour with abnormality of 1950 
ones of pelvis, 1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Difficult labour with disproportion 1950 
ut no mention of abnormality of 1951 
pelvis. 1952 
1953 

1954 

1955 


Difficult labour with malposition of 1950 
oetus. 1951 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Difficult labour with abnormality of 1950 
orces of labour. 1951 
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= 1 = 
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- 1 1 
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- - 1 
- - 1 
43 38 43 
36 43 38 
46 48 36 
35 60 30 
32 39 30 
30 37 27 
8 fe 9 
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2 1 3 
2 2 5 
3 6 2 
1 5 1 
9 4 9 
6 9 4 
7 9 2 
12 6 10 
1 10 3 
3 5 4 
22 20 19 
25 24 21 
31 26 22 
17 36 15 
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15 19 15 
1 2 2 
2 2 6 
v3 4 5 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes, Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — continued 
Int 
he New Saskat- 


List Causes of stillbirths Canada 
No, 


Y.34 | Difficulties in labour—concluded 


4 Difficult labour with operative de- 1950 55 - 4 ii 28 18 oD 1 
livery. 1951 24 - 1 19 3 - - - 
1952 30 - - 2 19 5 2 - 2 
1953 28 ~ fl - 23 3 - - i) 
1954 19 - - i 10 6 - 1 I 
1955 24 - = 2 20 if ae = 1 
aS Difficult labour with abnormality of 1950 34 - 1 - 14 13 4 1 - 
organs or tissues of pelvis, 1951 40 - 1 - 12 18 2 I 2 
1952 36 - - 2 16 9 - 2 4 
1953 25 - = I Il 4 2 1 4 
1954 32 - Z 2 10 13 I 2) I 
1955 #3} - 2 2 14 8 1 2 2 
-6 Difficult labour without mention of 1950 157 - Sy) 4 127 15 4 I 2 
underlying condition, 1951 154 I 4 a 118 22 4 = 2 
1952 126 - 8 5 89 18 I 2 2 
1953 117 - 7 3 77 16 3 2 6 
1954 122 - 5 3 84 15 5 6 I 
1955 111 - 6 6 67 18 2 7 2 
Y.35| Other causes in mothe .............:::sssses0e 1950 151 4 4 3 97 26 2 8 6 
1951 179 = 2 9 96 23 3 3 38 
1952 125 - 5 6 73 20 2 5 8 5 
1953 127 - 7 5 88 15 2 1 6 3 
1954 139 - 4 2 91 23 3 4 4 8 
1955 132 1 5 4 79 23 a 3 5 8 
-0 AU Li asas sxscstos hence coescves tratnsi sat eosdisctsveacesee 1950 83 3 2 2 51 15 I 4 4 
1951 86 - I 8 50 14 1 2 6 
1952 72 - 2 4 40 13 2 4 a 
1953 61 ~ 6 I 4g 6 if - 1 
1954 52 2 1 35 7 3 - 1 
1955 54 - 1 2 a7, 9 oy 1 
aul | Other accident or violence .....ccc0ce 1950 28 ih 1 I 16 5 1 2 1 4 
1951 59 ~ 1 1 bei i Zz - 32 hi 
1952 19 - 2 2) Il 1 - - 2 ] 
1953 25 - 1 il 14 5 - I 3 4 
1954 37 - i, 1 18 8 - 3 3 3 
1955 28 1 3 I 10 10 - 1 2 
on (OM Arent Hep sere to ee 1950 27 = a = 22 2 = 5 1 
1951 ae, ~ - = 19 2 - 1 - 
1952 4 - 1 - LT, 2 - - 3 
1953 15 ~ - - 13 1 - - - 
1954 13 - 1 - I] 1 ~ _ - 
1955 I] - - — 9 = i - 1 
AE} Other and ill-defined causes in 1950 13 = 1 - 8 4 - - - 
mother, 1951 12 - - - 6 6 - - - 
1952 10 - - ~ 5 4 - 1 - 
1953 26 - - ye 3 - 2 
1954 37 - - - 27 7 - I - | 
1955 39 - 1 1 23 4 I I I 
Y.36] Placental and cord conditions .............. 1950 1,855 11 101 87 655 540 117 115 105 124 
1951 1,878 19 105 92 644 592 110 84 105 127 
1952 2,019 18 117 85 669 640 118 111 123 138 
1953 2, 109 14 124 116 695 606 DT 131 176 130 
1954 2,121 21 121 95 718 655 102 118 133 15! 
1955 2, 124 16 119 77 692 714 103 121 120 162 
0 Cord condition without mention of 1950 724 3 33 34 292 201 40 38 43 9 
placental abnormality. 1951 774 4 46 33 303 238 42 38 33 { 
1952 716 6 32 26 281 188 41 on 44 47 
1953 799 2 26 39 320 222 37 48 64 41 
1954 832- 6 36 31 326 255 31 41 44 62 
1955 834 6 47 31 322 269 SC 38 44 ) 
“al Plage ert practice peccncevescteeneoevencestoeeers 1950 231 1 11 16 100 45 21 17 b 
1951 203 5 7 9 90 oy! 15 5 I] ) 
1952 210 1 16 10 87 61 9 13 if ( 
1953 237 3 8 20 100 59 10 10 18 | 
1954 199 1 14 12 70 51 10 17 14 10 
1955 172 1 8 5 68 42 4 13 17 14 
«2 Premature separation of normally 1950 575 4 35 21 208 183 28 26 30 40 
implanted placenta, 195] 574 8 30 36 182 175 Be 22 39 50. 
1952 727 7 43 38 238 239 35 24 41 62 
1953 720 6 63 39 219 199 41 44 62 47 
1954 725 12 45 34 252 217 34 25 50 56) 
1955 734 9 49 32 236 257 29 33 34 55° 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes, Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — continued 


Causes of stillbirths 


Y.36 | Placental and cord conditions — concluded 


23 


4 


a) 


+6 


Placenta praevia with cord abnor- 1950 
mality. 1951 


Premature separation of normally 1950 
implanted placenta with cord ab- 1951 
normality. 1952 


Placental imfarct -..--...s-ceseececesecneesesees 1950 


Other abnormality of placenta and 1950 
cord, 1951 


Be fo SALEM SUSE Ys cacecnavantabeavsncueeeenccncessnserserenr=°2 1950 


2 


5 


+6 


Birth injury with abnormality of 1950 
bones of pelvis, 1951 


Birth injury with abnormality of or- 1950 
gans or tissues of pelvis, 1951 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Birth injury with disproportion but 1950 
no mention of Dnarnalivy of 1951 
pelvis. 1952 

1953 
1954 
1955 


Birth injury with malposition of 1950 
foetus, 1951 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Birth injury with abnormality of 1950 
forces of labour, 1951 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Operation causing mutilation of 1950 
foetus, S ey) 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


Other operation for deliv ery..---....++--» 1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Canada 


Prince 


Edward 
Island 


2 
1 
2 


LOTS Nhe ee 


Pere et 
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~ 


1), a te IESE see 


Nova 
Scotia 


ADDODP 


Pale Is. eaten 


Vig! tonto 


me toh 


TS TT Te Thee] 


New 
Brunswick 


Ub Re aerreen U ~ 


OER: wm 


i 


i 
ANMOrN0NM WH ROL 


RED etek 


mids 


~ 


La ot 


~~ 


: ; Saskat- 
Quebec | Ontario |Manitoba evewan 
6 4 2 ~ 
6 4 - _ 
13 7” 5 =) 
5 tf ~ 2 
13 4 1 2 
9 5 1 - 
14 13 2 3 
13 8 3 - 
1M) Il 2 2 
10 13 3 2 
17 10 _ 1 
13 7 2 1 
3 42 7 9 
7 42 3 9 
8 38 7 6 
6 34 9 10 
8 35 9 13 
6 29 10 16 
32 52 17 22 
43 71 15 10 
30 101 19 12 
35 a 17 15 
32 83 17 19 
38 105 20 20 
81 65 16 16 
714 51 14 26 
72 56 12 14 
55 62 11 16 
58 65 17 30 
49 50 18 15 
4 10 yl =} 
6 5 - 3 
9 4 if 4 
5} 6 1 5 
13 8 2 6 
4 7 re) 2 
3 3 - _ 
1 1 - - 
- 2 - 1 
- - - I 
= 1 =: LS 
fi 16 3 4 
4 9 - 3 
iD 7 3 - 
7 8 - 1 
4 13 6 5 
tf 7 az 1 
7 NG Ps) 4 
18 20 9 8 
iG 15 2 8 
8 23 3 5 
Ze 23 4 6 
8 12 Ss) 6 
- 3 1 3 
1 2 3 73 
i 4 1 - 
I 5) 1 ji 
I 2, 1 - 
1 i 1 2 
I 3 1 - 
2 4 ~ - 
Hl 1 - - 
- - - 1 
Il 10 2 = 
11 2 ~ 1 
8 “4 1 - 
Il 2 = 
6 2 - - 
3 4 = = 


British 


Alberta | columbia 


~~ ~ ! i] 
mONN MN Wh wh 
mito totsoto Sete 


~~ 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes, Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — continued 


Prince f Sackate 
List Causes of stillbirths Canada ee Quebec | Ontario |Manitoba 


Alberta British 


Columbia 
Y.37| Birth injury — concluded 
ai Birth injury with difficult labour but 1950 I 4 
without mention of underlying con- 1951 2 I 
dition. 1952 = = 
1953 o I 
1954 = 3 
1955 = I 
8 Birth injury due to otheror unspeci- 1950 7 8 
fied cause, 1951 1 6 
1952 2 5 
1953 4 2 
1954 * 2 
1955 4 1 
Y.38] Congenital malformations of foetus .... 1950 46 48 
1951 52 42 
1952 74 38 
1953 54 42 
1954 54 42 
1955 64 38 
0 Anem Cen ha lwsiersccticevererszerrescsvtcessessoncct 1950 21 16 
1951 19 21 
1952 24 17 
1953 29 16 
1954 25 13 
1955 21 10 
ail Hydrocephalus -.-r-+-.---+svsssreereneessesneneee 1950 6 A 15 
1951 8 17 10 
1952 7 23 10 
1953 if 12 15 
1954 328 14 12 117 132 12 12 13 13 
1955 33] _ 17 13 120 126 10 10 24 11 
2 BIDE ON GO? wscnccasasen orn eure 1950 190 2 4 6 83 71 6 3 8 7 
iss | 110 - ei 3 63 27 4 2 3 5 
1952 107 - 5 3 54 31 4 - 8 Z 
1953 65 1 1 1 33 21 3 u 2 Z 
1954 76 - Py 6 41 21 1 1 3 1 
1955 62 - 1 3 34 15 4 1 3 I 
3 Other malformation of the central 1950 50 - 1 - 18 18 5 2, 5 1 
nervous system, 191 71 > 4 8 26 21 5 3 3 I 
1952 72 - 6 fl 32 17 4 q i 4 
1953 62 - 3 4 if 19 I 2 3 3 
1%54 53 1 6 5 19 1l 3 I 3 4 
1955 49 - 5 2 I] 24 734 - 2m 3 
4 Malformation of the cardiovascular 1950 22 - - - 20 ii - 1 - - 
system. 1951 17 - ~ - 8 4 2 I 2 - 
1952 1 - 1 1 8 4 1 - 2 - 
1953 23 - - 1 ip 4 1 7 3 - 
1954 He) - - - 6 5 2 2 2 2 
1955 32 ~ 1 - 18 4 - - 6 3 
5) Malformation of other specified sys- 1950 35 1 3 2 12 13 i 1 1 1 
tem or part. 1951 41 - - - 19 12 3 4 I 2 
192 44 ~ 2 - 20 10 2 2 6 2 
1953 38 - 3 = 14 14 2 2 - 3 
1954 45 - 2 2 15 9 3 I 6 7 
1955 60 - 2 - 15 26 3 3 4 7 
+6 Re) OSES ecocceace cece or pecerence cher cecereenecsorceons 1950 49 = Of 1 8} 18 3 zs 2 5 
191 79 - 8 4 22 36 4 I 4 - 
1952 47 - &} 1 21 17 i I 2 1 
1953 42 = 1 6 15 17 - I 1 1 
1954 43 - 2 te 14 17 I 2 - - 
1955 48 - 3 5 17 20 I = Pi 1 
of Other and unspecified malforma- 1950 51 1 1 I 20 20 - 3 2 3 
tions, 1951 57 1 - 31 1l B) 3 3 3 
195 2 ys) 1 2 25 21 - 2 2 2 
1953 64 1 4 - 30 IS 3 b) 4 2 
1954 48 1 I 5} 22 14 2 I Z 2 
1955 54 1 ui 1 23 17 3 3 3 2 
Y.39] Diseases of foetus, and ill-defined 1950 1,531 15 74 58 686 361 82 72 102 81 
causes, 1951 1,591 12 83 73 675 424 713 68 102 81 
1952 1, 641 13 83 73 696 444 90 52 90 100 
1953 1, 637 df 92 716 626 475 80 62 118 97 
1954 1, 687 11 82 73 713 478 67 59 130 74 
1955 1, 689 12 719 712 671 476 14 60 144 101 
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TABLE 2. Stillbirths, by causes,Canada and provinces, 1950-1955 — concluded 


Int Prince re 
¥ Nova New F Saskat- British 
Y.39|Diseases of foetus, and ill-defined 
causes — concluded, 

.0 Sy OARS sccaczec iene tocar OEE 1950 4 - - - - 1 - - 2 1 
195] 4 - - - 1 1 - 2 - 
1952 5) = 1 1 = = - 1 = = 
1953 5 - - 2 = - 1 1 1 
1954 2 - - - - 1 - 1 = 
1955 1 - - 1 - - - - - 

ol Infection other than syphilis -.-.-.....- 1950 3 ~ - - - = = 3 = = 
1951 4 - - 1 - 2 - 1 - - 
1952 _ - - - - - - - - res 
1953 2 - - - - 1 - - 1 = 
1954 2 - - - - - 2 - - - 
1955 2 - - = 9} - - - = = 

ae} EEPYERTO DI GSTOS ES creceeerconerarnavrnteseaseesoses= 1950 19] 3 8 5) 39 75 14 14 20 15 
1951 188 1 14 3 33 81 17 12 9 18 
1952 246 5 18 jie 59 91 18 15 13 17 
1953 269 1 19 10 51 107 13 15 23 30 
1954 314 2 Il 17 90 5 is} 15 31 20 
1955 342 3) 16 23; 94. 116 17 15 33 35 

7B] Other cause originated in the foetus 1950 4 - - _ 2 a aS 1 1 = 
1951 6 - - - 2 fs} = H - = 
1952 6 - - - 1 4 - I - = 
1953 5) - - - 1 1 1 - - - 
1954 11 - - = 4 4 - - 3) ~ 
1955 7 - - - 3 3) - - - 1 

4 Maceration, cause not'specified ..... 1950 119 - i 6 36 35 12 9 Il 9 
1951 151 3) 5 6 45 46 7 7 19 15 
1952 132 = 5 8} 38 49 14 2 15 6 
1953 136 - 9 6 42 49 9 5 12 4 
1954 167 1 9 3 52 70 6 4 11 11 
1955 140 - 4 I 56 58 10 3 5 3 

a) Other ill-defined CAUSE -.-.-.-.ereeeeeee 1950 891 6 37 29 523 168 27 33 31 oi 
1951 845 6 30 25 493 176 26 31 31 27 
1952 866 3) 29 23 501 181 36 20 31 40 
1953 828 3 38 SP 403 221 23 20 48 40 
1954 834 3 WA 25 436 205 30 24 49 25) 
1955 781 5 34 31 374 210 29 18 44 36 

6 Causes unsp ecified -.....---...cceeeeseeees 1950 319 6 28 20 86 82 29 12 OMe 19 
1951 393 2 34 38 102 115 22 16 43 21 
1952 388 5 30 34 97 119 22 13 31 Shite 
1953 394 7 26 28 127 96 34 21 2% 22 
1954 357 5 25 28 131 83 16 15 36 18 
1955 416 | 4 25 27 141 89 18 24 62 26 


TABLE 3. Stillbirth Rates (per 100,000 live births) by cause and sex, Canada, 1943-55 


Categories of the Stillbirth (‘‘Y’’) Classification 


All 
Males 
=H | 
379 61 816 
520 TT 563 
493 17 585 
444 57 540 
415 50 520 
389 46 518 
351 40 530 
311 50 551 
- 277 62 558 
= 244 40 555 
2 209 33 561 
1 216 39 550 
3 178 38 534 
Females 
248 54 550 80 463 477 
326 63 424 84 385 467 
338 59 441 64 413 480 
304 42 415 65 386 455 
294 52 420 67 392 437 
279 36 407 60 364 420 
257 35 422 66 397 403 
216 34 484 46 423 383 
213 34 458 44 395 409 
181 24 478 34 404 366 
159 29 481 32 346 355 
142 27 453 39 343 373 


123 23 459 27 296 358 
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TABLE 4. Stillbirths, causes, by sex and age, Canada, 1950-1955 


Int. 
pish Causes of stillbirths 
Oo. 


All causes: 
Under 20 years ... ani 
BO-24. YVOATS  accccccsaccsacctssoccssvasctevsvesesessse 
RB-29 VOCRES fics ccccscsecescnascseccecstccsssecceoss 
BOSE. V CANS ox cccccsscen ste concecsvsccveskwenteess 
DBD VERE: coscscscaccupseconcvesdeonvonaccemeteoarce 
40-44 years .. 
45 years and OVEF ...............:seccccseseseeees 
INO 6: SERb Cio noc oaxcccs cua ccenscsononeneePacsnsoee 
ALD QB OS iccsccncsccusvssceseuscvarsvconsvscsnsoteucoas 


Y. 30 | Chronic disease in mother 

TUNG 20) YCarS! si.c..cccscccecacses stenceccvastrossvese 
20-24 years ...... 
25-29 years .. 
30-34 years .. 
35-39 years ... 
40-44 years ......... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ........... Ars 
ANY (QB OS 2c cvconecesscucs cessesvscevaceterssacebevstaeane 


Y. 31 | Acute disease in mother 

Under ‘20 Viears) <...cjccccovensteansetrcevenetteveesees 
20-24 years ...... ates 
25-29 years .. 
30-34 years .. 
35-39 years .. 
40-44 years ......... 
45 years and over 
Not stated . 
Allbag es (S225) 2) o Nee. 


Y. 32 | Diseases and conditions of pregnancy and 
childbirth 

Under 20-year ase resccc aca cechoncerccaseectoreentecs 
20-24 years . 
25-29 years 
30-34 years .. 
35-39 years .. 
40-44 years ......... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ........... ois 
Allag es seinen tn ostentecstrtn eee 


Y. 33 | Absorption of toxic substance from mother 
Under 20 years 
20-24 years ... 
25-29 years .. 
30-34.years .. 
35-39 years ... 
40-44 years ......... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ........... ere 
ANAS CS ai ncesn chee cee erence ae 


Y. 34 | Difficulties in labour 

Wnder20 VeOars 15.50 ecsscoesesvaceescsnssenateents 
20-24 years ...... ae 
25-29 years ... 
30-34 years ... 
35-39 years ... 
40-44 years . 
45 years and. over 
Not stated . see 
PUN Og OS ons one crane eee a ees ance edna 


Y. 35 |Other causes in mother 

Wnder (20 wears rics. ccvccecsscceretetacecstomeecs 
20-24 years ...... ate, 
25-29 years ... 
30-34 years ... 
35-39 years ... 
40-44 years ......... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ........ wes 
PALL QS OS Seon cecacsccccecdotecteest savesesseoutaess covecess 


203 
7152 
924 
811i 
678 
274 
30 

38 

3, 710 


NwAMGE 
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EU e Weal ate Tlie 
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1953 


1954 


1955 


Lal al gd it Ut rel 


181 
710 
856 
691 
524 
234 
27 

30 

3, 253 


189 
W17 
936 
788 
630 
298 
40 

11 

3, 609 


192 
656 
814 
674 
543 
224 
36 

10 
3,149 
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TABLE 4, Stillbirths, causes, by sex and age, Canada, 1950-1955 — concluded 


‘Int. 
List 
No. 


Causes of stillbirths 


Y.36 |Placental and cord conditions: 
Winder QO: VS AIS nncrersccteccerccesvesssessecsusecsevasess 
20-24 years ..... : 
25-29 years..... 
30-34 years.. 
35-39 years .. 
40-44 years .....se 
45 years and over 
Not stated. 
All ages .. 


Y.37 | Birth injury: 


35-39 years... 
40-44 years........... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ...........+ Ss 
PAIL AGES Versccccktenasdersletesteenscacsaspconsecacasaecsnons 


| 


Y.38 | Congenital malformations of foetus: 
MINGOR LOO Gye AUS ierrccencsotessecsesest eames vssseeeewencp 
20-24 years..... an 
25-29 years..... 
30-34 years..... 
35-39 years..... 
40-44 years... 
45 years and over 
Not stated ............ orn 
ALY ag BS gare cnncmarestatstaciensccneesince codessaaasenede 


Y.39 | Disease of foetus and ill-defined causes: 
WEG OL 20 Veal cece csststctcrssenscenasceaeenccacewecen| 


40-44 years 


4 Maceration, cause not specified: 
Under 20 ye cts cscseressersnssssesecssssessessenenees 
20-24 ye AT'S -+.+++- eas 

25-29 yer aaa 

30-34 years.. 

35-39 years .. 

40-44. YE OTS ++ vesseees 

45 years and over 

Not stated ..--...00 sees 

All Ages -assecsssssresecssrsessnrerssssenonseonsossoees ' 


cel Other ill-defined cause: 
t Under 20 yeas Petanren es sacnitestercserecarexsesss 


ALL ages secscrrersssesssercssssesrsensessnenenssenees 


61) oo unspecified: 
| Under bs 


Perrerrererererrrrrtirrrrr 


ALL Ages -s-v.0verecesevenses 


-—-16-— 


TABLE 5. Stillbirths, cause by period of gestation, Canada, 1955 


All Categories of the Stillbirth (‘‘Y’’) Classification 
Period of gestation (weeks) 


651 17 3 79 = 31 25 
124 2 2 15 1 9 5 
395 10 4 57 = 10 13 
105 3 — 13 1 5 1 
529 16 4 77 - 28 12 
181 3 = 27 1 9 3 
355 if 2 48 = 22 15 
235 5 2 26 = 19 2 
961 22 7 92 3 107 21 
280 8 2 28 2 28 5 
522 7 3 61 a 58 7 
251 5 - 22 = 18 = 
1, 652 19 8 105 3 240 20 
106 3 - 3 1 21 Ss 
169 3 = 13 = 22 = 
51 2 = 3 ce 10 = 
25 ee = 1 = 2 1 
3 = = = ra as a 

1 = = = = = ea 

1 = = = es os =. 

2 = cs = = 1 = 

1 an = = o = = 

1 ss = = = = = 
59 1 1 2 = 5 2 
6, 660 133 38 672 12 645 132 
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TABLE 6. Legitimate Stillbirths, by age of mother and birth order, Canada, 1955 


4th 


Order of birth of child 
Age of mother Total 
1st 3rd 
Sisk. CSE ee ee ls 
<= 

15-19 years 278 19 
20-24 years 1, 369 208 
25-29 years 1,614 300 
30-34 years .... 1, 402 217 
35-39 years 1,098 149 
40-44 years 490 27 
OP YCANS ANG OV Gl ercsevesrcneeesspsescessessucstveacearseesstcarecs 83 8 
AR OLNOE SLAC sa sccvesisicoscsnctneosacdekabnenesnadaveeeoeeevcneeines 10 3 
Wate Ssssccoscscceecsusesstitosocs eaperacs testa estos 6, 344 1, 718 931 


TABLE 7. Live births by sex, Canada, 1943-1955 


Year 


145, 725 
146, 652 
148,912 
169, 945 
183,973 
178,123 
182, 084 
184,055 
189, 444 
201,031 
207, 362 
216, 587 
219, 244 


